
Active Reading to Learn from your Textbook 

Before Reading 

¶ What assessment task (multiple choice test, essay, etc.) will I have to complete with this 
information?  

¶ What information in the text is familiar? What is unfamiliar? 
     

T.H.I.E.V.V.E.S. is an acronym for text features you should preview:  
Title  
Headings 
Introduction 
Every first sentence of sections or paragraphs 2 
Visuals ʹ Diagrams, tables, images (read the captions too!) 
Vocabulary - often bolded 
End questions or 
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During Reading 

Jump Around: 
If you noticed a summary, 
review page, list of 
objectives, or concept map 
during your preview—start 
there! 

 

Gather key points to identify the big ideas and understand the content.  
Your textbook is not a mystery novelͶǇŽƵ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ƌƵŝŶ�ŝƚ�ďǇ�ƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ĨŝƌƐƚ͊� 
 

Read these first: 

¶ Chapter Learning Objectives  

¶ Chapter Summary  

¶ Chapter review questions  

¶ Vocabulary List  
The list of objectives and summary features 
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