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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BACKGROUND
Located in Berea, Ohio, Baldwin Wallace University is an independent, liberal arts & sciences
university located in Berea, Ohio, offering bachelor's and master's degrees, certificates and
professional education programs.
 
Informed by results of its 2014 participant and student leader surveys based on the Civic
Minded Graduate, which indicated that both student leaders and participants (volunteers) were
less motivated to follow politics and participate in elections than other forms of community
engagement, the David & Frances Brain Center for Community Engagement (Brain Center)
sought ways to engage students in working toward increasing participation in 2015. Brain
Center supported the development of  Jackets Engaged, a student leadership team focused on
non-partisan political engagement, including voter registration and voter education. Jackets
Engaged has conducted voter registration and voter education activities year-round since their
formation.
 
Brain Center and Jackets Engaged collaborated with #BWVOTES, a voter registration initiative
by students, faculty and staff in the Conservatory of Music in 2018. Together these groups
answered the call to join the ALL-IN Campus Democracy Challenge during Fall Semester of
2019 with the support of BW's President and administration.
 
 

Baldwin Wallace University is an academic community committed to the liberal arts and
sciences as the foundation for lifelong learning.

 
The University fulfills this mission through a rigorous academic program that is

characterized by excellence in teaching and learning within a challenging, supportive
environment that enhances students' intellectual and spiritual growth.

 
Baldwin Wallace assists students in their preparation to become contributing,

compassionate citizens of an increasingly global society and encourages their pursuit of
personal and professional excellence.

2020 ACTION PLAN

The 2020 Action Plan was developed by  Julie Robinson, Associate Director of Community
Engagement; Danielle Lykins, Conservatory Admissions Office Manager; and Dr. Zarina Melik-
Stepanova, Conservatory Faculty, with input from students, faculty and staff.
 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
 
Data from the 2016 and 2018 National Study of Learning, Voting, and Engagement (NSLVE),
and a campus scan of current civic engagements efforts were utilized to develop the goals for
2020 through 2024. Brain Center will provide oversight for the plan, providing a yearly update
on progress and opportunity for revision.
 
The Action Plan builds on  Baldwin Wallace University's deep commitment to assist students
in "becoming contributing compassionate citizens of an increasingly global society," long
history of community engagement through the Brain Center, and more recent work in 
registration and education. In joining the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge and forming a
Coalition for Democratic Engagement, BW formalizes its commitment to voter engagement
and bulids a stronger campus support network for this work. The purpose of this Action Plan
is to  identify short and long-term goals for increasing democratic engagement among BW
students, and outline strategies for achieving them.
 
 
 



LEADERSHIP

COALITION MEMBERS

Angela Dalipi, Honors Program & Jackets Engaged
Avedis Escandon, #BWVOTES
Cameron Monaghan, Jackets Engaged Student Director
CJ Harkness, Chief Diversity Officer
Cole Lopez, Student Government 
Julie Candela, Student Affairs
Kelly Coble, Department of Philosophy Faculty
Lauren Copeland, Department of Politics and Global Citizenship Faculty
Margaret Stiner, Honors Program & English Faculty
Mark Mattern, Department of Politics and Global Citizenship Faculty
Stephen Tsambarlis, #BWVOTES 
Tom Sutton, Department of Politics and Global Citizenship Faculty
 CONVENERS
Danielle Lykins, Office Manager, Conservatory Admissions
Julie Robinson, Associate Director, David & Frances Brain Center for Community Engagement
Zarina Melik-Stepanova, PhD, Conservatory of Music
 

The primary responsibility for demoncratic engagement at BW falls under the Brain Center for
Community Engagement, situated in the Division of Student Affairs. Brain Center's Associate
Director, Julie Robinson , is tasked with advising Jackets Engaged, a student team focused on non-
partisan political engagement. Building on the collaboration between Jackets Engaged and
#BWVOTES during Fall Semester of 2018, #BWVOTES advisors Dr. Zarina Melik-Stepanova and
Danielle Lykins worked with Ms. Robinson to convene a Campus Coalition during Fall Semester
2019. Ms. Lykins and Ms. Robinson will continue as Coalition chairs. The Coalition brings together
a diverse set of stakeholders to contribute to the development and implementation of this action
plan. 
 
 Student voices are central to these efforts, with involvement by Jackets Engaged, #BWVOTES,
Student Government and the Honors Program. Outreach is underway to include student athletes,
members of the fraternity and sorority life community, and multicultural student organizations. 
 Faculty from the Honors Program, Philosophy Department and Department of Politics and Global
Citizenship have pledged support, as have staff from Diversity Affairs and Student Affairs. Input
for the action plan was collected via a team meeting in November 2019, individual conversations,
and electronic communications.
 
The Coalition will meet once per semester starting in Fall Semester 2020. Members will support
democratic engagement initiatives by promoting activities and campaigns throughout their
campus networks and attending events when able.

 



COMMITMENT & LANDSCAPE
Baldwin Wallace has long been committed to diversity, inclusion and civic engagement. Education
regardless of race, gender, creed and ability to pay were among the ideals of its founders. In 1845,







ASSESSMENT & REPORTING

NSLVE DATA

Currently, Baldwin Wallace University's main data sources to inform our understanding of students’
civic learning and democratic engagement is the National Study of Voting, Learning and Engagement.
Other sources that will inform this work in the future include the National Survey of Student
Engagement Civic Engagement Module, which will be administered in Spring Semester of 2020; and
the report from the Institutional Assessment Committee following the application of the Civic
Engagement rubric to courses that include the civic engagement undergraduate learning outcome.
Additionally, the Brain Center for Community Engagement will track number of registrations,
attendance, and voter education materials distributed.

ASSESSMENT

Voter registration rate up 5.2% in 2016
compared to 2012
Voting rate down 1.2% 
Absentee voting rate = 3.4% increased by .4%
Differences in voting rate by gender

Women 61.4%; 9% increase
Men 49.5%; 3.8% decrease

 
Differences in voting rates by Race/Ethnicity

Asian 32% increase
Hispanic 3.1% increase
White .8% decrease
Black 7.2% decrease
2 or more races 2.8% increase

 

Voter registration rate up 9.1% in 2018
compared to 2014
Voting rate up 28%
Absentee voting rate = 21.4%, increased by
19.6%
Voting rates increased among most
Difference is voting rate by Gender

Women 44%; 26.1% increase
Men 36.6; 20.8% increase

Racial/Ethnic categories with the greatest
increase among Hispanic population

Asian n/a
Hispanic 29% increase
Black 22% increase
White 23.9% increase
2 or more races 22.8% increase



New Student Orientation
Jackets Engaged typically hosts voter registration tables durin






